RV Education 101 Presents

The RV Book

Your Personal Guide to Understanding and Enjoying your RV

Take an RV tour with Mark Polk and get all of your questions answered

What is an RV?

RV Terminology
Selecting your RV
Buying your RV
Using your RV
Maintaining your RV
Weighing your RV
Winterizing your RV
Storing your RV

RV Towing

RV Safety

...and everything in between

VVVVVVVVYVVYY

By Mark J. Polk

1 Mark J. Polk



ontents

Acknowledgements ix
Introduction xiii
Chapter 1 - What is an RV? 1
Folding Camping Trailers 1
Truck Campers 3
Travel Trailers 4
Hybrid Travel Trailers 5
Sport Utility Trailer 5
Fifth Wheel Trailers 6
Type A Motorhome 7
Type B Motorhome 8
Type C Motorhome 8
Recreational Park Trailer 9
Chapter 2 — RV Terminology 10
A through Z 11-22
Chapter 3 — Before you Buy 23
Tow Vehicle Capacity 23
Vehicle Classifications 25
Trailer Weights 26
Understanding Weights 27
Matching a Tow Vehicle & Trailer 28
Towing Formula 28
The 75% Rule for Towing 30
Proper Hitch Work 32
Transmission Oil Coolers 39
Travel Trailer versus Fifth Wheel 39
Loading the RV 39

I!!| The RV Book 2



Chapter 4 — Selecting & Buying your RV

Which RV Type is Right for You?
Should You Rent Before You Buy?
New Versus Used

RV Manufacturers

Finding the Right RV Dealer

A Valuable RV Buyers Checklist
Understanding RV Options
Buying Your RV

Negotiating the Price

Using Your Bank or Theirs
Finance Terms & Interest Rates
Trade-in or Sell Outright
Extended Setvice Plans
Emergency Roadside Assistance
Insurance

Picking Your Unit Up

RV Financing FAQ

Chapter 5 — Using Your RV
The LP Gas System

The RV Water & Waste Management System

RV Electrical System

Chapter 6 — Campground Set-Up
Campground Set-Up for Pop-Ups

Campground Set-Up for Travel Trailers & Motorhomes

Chapter 7 — RV Safety
RV Fire Safety
LP Gas Leak Detector
Smoke Alarm
Carbon Monoxide Detector

Emergency Weather Planning

42
42
43
43
46
48
53
69
69
70
74
75
76
78
80
80
80
81

85
85
96
105

136
136
139

143
143
146
147
147
148
Mark J. Polk



Chapter 8 — RV Tires
Weight Ratings
Load Capacity
Tire Failure
Tire Inflation

Tire Maintenance

Chapter 9 — Weighing Your RV
Why Should I Weigh My Motorhome?
Why Should I Weigh My Travel Trailer or 5 Wheel?
More Reasons to Weigh Your RV
How to Weigh Your RV
RV Weighing Charts

Chapter 10 — Getting There Safely
Trip Planning
Pre-Trip Checks
RV Travel Security
On the Road

Maximizing Fuel Economy

Chapter 11 — Backing Up, the Big Dilemma
Pull Through Sites
Can I Learn to Back a Trailer?
Shorter Versus Longer
Mirrots
Spotters
Backing Techniques

Chapter 12 — Towing Behind a Motorhome
Why Tow a Dinghy
What are My Towing Options?
Weight Issues
Types of Tow Bars

I!!| The RV Book 4

151
151
153
155
156
157

159
160
161
164
164
166

169
169
170
172
174
181

184
185
185
185
186
186
187

191
192
192
198
201



What Else do I Need to Tow Four Wheels Down?
Chapter 12 — Continued

Tow Bar Set Up

On the Road Inspection Checklist

Tow Bar Care & Maintenance

Tow Dolly

Chapter 13 — RV Preventive Maintenance
Types of Maintenance
RV Chassis Checklist
RV Coach Checklist
Inspecting Your RV for Water Damage
Rubber Roof Care & Maintenance
RV Awning Use, Care & Maintenance

Chapter 14 — Winterizing & Storing Your RV
Winterizing Your RV
De-Winterizing Checklist
Storing Your RV

Chapter 15 — Spring Preparation
Spring Preparation Checklist
Summer Camping Tips

Chapter 16 — A Collection of RV Tips
Tips 1 through 50

Epilogue
Index
Order Form

203

208
209
210
211

214
214
215
218
219
222
223

227
227
229
230

235
235
239

241
241-251

253

254
259

Mark J. Polk



Chapter 2

R‘ ’ Terminology

When you work in the RV Industry and around RVs almost everyday you
take some things for granted. One of those things is RV terminology.
When you hear these terms everyday you just assume that everybody else
understands them. Before we go any further there are some RV terms
that you should be familiar with. If you hear or read an RV term that you
don’t understand you can come back here and find out exactly what it
means.....

Chapter 3

efore you Buy

Before you go out and purchase an RV, there are many things to consider
and many things to learn. This section covers everything you need to

know if you are thinking about buying a towable RV.

Precious Cargo

Just the thought of towing a thirty foot long, three ton trailer down the
Interstate can be somewhat intimidating, not to mention dangerous if it’s
not done properly. The last thing we want to do is to put anybody in
harms way. So, whether you have already purchased an RV, or you are
thinking about it, let’s talk about some things you need to know before

you tow.
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Tow Vehicle Capacity
If you already have the vehicle that you plan to tow with, you need to
find a trailer that is within the weight range of your vehicle. This was a
common problem I ran into during my days as an RV Sales Manager.
Customers would come in to purchase a travel trailer only to find out
that their tow vehicle did not have a very good tow rating. It can be
extremely frustrating to go out and find the perfect travel trailer or fifth
wheel and then be told that you can’t tow it. On the other hand it can be
wortse if you go to a less reputable RV dealer and the sales person tells
you that you can tow it! This happens every day, and this is why you need
to be armed with the right information before you buy.

It is not my intention to upset any RV dealers, but if you go to a
dealership and they don’t ask you for information about the tow vehicle
it would be wise to go elsewhere. The first question my salespeople were

required to ask was....

Chapter 4

electing and Buying Your RV

Which RV Type is Right for You?

Now that you have a better understanding of the types of RV’s, you need
to decide which type is right for you. I pointed out a few pros and cons
to help guide your decision, but there are many other things you must

consider too....
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» Is the A/C ducted throughout the unit? If not, will it cool

the entire unit?

RV air conditioners are mounted on the roof of the RV. Some RV’s are
cooled from one central location where the A/C comes through the roof.
Other RV’s have A/C ducting between the ceiling and roof of the RV,
with vents in all or most of the rooms in the RV. Some larger RV’s have
two roof mounted air conditioners. If the RV is cooled from one central
location will it cool the entire RV? This is not a problem with pop-ups or
a smaller RV, but it can be with larger RV’s. Keep in mind that doors
may be closed at times making it even more difficult to cool the RV

without ducting.

Note: Some RVs are now manufactured with aitr conditioners below
the floor, in a storage unit. RV consumers should be aware of, and
test RV’s that may have this type of A/C unit. These ate appeating

more as manufacturers raise the interior height of motorhomes, and a

roof top AC could put the total height over 14 feet.

LP Gas

LP gas is portable, safe when handled properly and it’s very efficient, so it
only makes sense that it is used in RVs. I mentioned a moment ago that
LP gas is compressed in a liquid state and stored in containers. Because
of the amount of pressure involved, the containers are manufactured

under very stringent codes. ...

Regardless of the type, all LP gas
containers are only filled to 80% of their

capacity to allow for expansion when the

temperature around the container rises. \

LP gas cylinders are equipped with

Overfill Protection Devices or OPD valves to prevent them from being

overfilled. LP gas can be measured in weight or in gallons. You may have
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heard somebody say that the gas cylinders on their travel trailer are 30 Ib.
cylinders, or they may say their cylinders hold 7 gallons apiece. One
gallon of LP gas weighs 4.26 pounds....

Chapter 9

eighing your RV

Portions of this chapter are excerpts, courtesy of the
Recreation Vehicle Safety Education Foundation
(RVSEF) & Bridgestone/Firestone North American Tire.

Understanding RV weight issues can be confusing. I want to assist you in
making your RV travel safe by understanding and managing your vehicle
weights. Remember, getting to your favorite destination safely is half the
fun.

Weighing your RV can be the difference between a safe, enjoyable trip

and a costly, disastrous trip....

Chapter 10

etting there Safely

Forty thousand people in the United States die each year on the road!
This would be a good time to discuss getting to your RV travel
destination safely. Getting there can be half the fun, as the saying goes, if

you take a few precautions to make your trip safe....
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Chapter 13

Preventive Maintenance

Types of Maintenance

It doesn’t matter whether you own a pop-up or a diesel pusher, when you
made the decision to purchase an RV it was a major investment. Like any
other major investment there are certain things we must do to protect
our investment so we can enjoy it. Your RV needs to be maintained just
like your house and automobiles need to be maintained. There are three
basic types of maintenance for your RV: preventive maintenance,

scheduled maintenance and emergency maintenance....

Chapter 14

interizing & Storing Your RV

Winterizing your RV

When winter approaches it is a time to make some decisions. If you live
in a climate where temperatures drop below freezing you need to protect
your RV water system from getting damaged. Parking the RV for winter
will require some preventive measures so it will be ready to use next
spring. You’ll also be glad you did it when you don’t have costly repair

bills due to the damaging results of winter....
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Chapter 15

pring Preparation

Your RV has been sitting idle over the winter. Now the eatly signs of
spring are here and it’s time to take it out of storage and prepare the
coach and chassis for this years camping season. If you’re like me, you
want to have some type of logical sequence to follow rather then
haphazardly checking the unit out. I made a simple checklist to use so

that nothing is overlooked....

Summer Camping Tips

As summer approaches it not only means prime travel season is upon us,
but so is the heat. If you ever walked inside an RV that is sitting in the
direct sunlight on a hot summer day you know what I mean. Fortunately
there are some things we can do to make our summer RV camping trips

more pleasurable.....

Collection of RV Tips

In conclusion, I wanted to include some basic RV tips....
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pilogue

Well, if you got this far you must have finished “The RV Book.” My goal
with RV Education 101 and “The RV Book” is to help make all of your
RV experiences safe, fun and stress free. We purchase RV’s so we can
travel to new destinations, relax and build lasting memories with our
family and friends. We want to get away from work, the phone calls and
other day-to-day hassles. RV’s give us the freedom to go wherever we
want, whenever we want. But, nothing will ruin a trip or a vacation
quicker than not understanding how to propetly use and maintain your
RV.

Whether you own an RV now, or you are getting ready to purchase one
in the future, I hope that reading “The RV Book” made you feel more
comfortable about using an RV. I tried to touch on all aspects of RV
ownership; from selecting the right RV to setting it up at your favorite
campground. In an attempt to make your RV experiences even more
enjoyable we offer a complete line of RV training videos. Sometimes it’s
easier to understand how things operate if we can visually see it, and you
can watch it as many times as you want, or need to. I am including an
order form at the back of the book with all of our current titles. You can
go to www.rveducationl0l.com for more information about our

company and our products.

Thanks for purchasing “The RV Book” and happy camping,

Mark ]. Polk
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